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The 

CALLER 
 

June 2019 

First Congregational United Church of Christ   

Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,  

modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Wonderful news!  

Rev. David Ashby has agreed 

to become our Intentional 

Interim Minister! 

 

Many of you will remember David from his interim posting at our church from 

January 2006 to April of 2010.  He did a wonderful job helping us prepare for 

the search and call process, and I am confident he will do just as well this time. 

He will be coming on as a part-time (75%) minister, starting July 1. We still 

have to work out the terms of his contract, but he is very excited to begin.  

 

It's also time for us to confirm our leadership team members for 2019-2020.  

If you would like to serve on the Administrative Board or one of the Ministry 

Teams, please contact me or another leadership team member as soon as 

possible. We will vote on the new team members on June 9. 

 

In other church news, there are a few important dates to remember: 

 

June 2 Youth Sunday: youth group members, assisted by Josh 

and Chris Wilkin, will lead the entire service. 

June 9 Annual Program meeting – congregational votes on 

1. Leadership team and Ministry Plan for the  

2019-2020 program year  

2. Adopting the trial governance structure as 

permanent 

June 11 Church Leadership/Administrative Board meeting at 

6:30 (last one with 2018-19 members/first one with 

new members).  Decision to be made on Amelia 

Harnas art project for Fall 2019 

June 15 Corning Pride Event, Centerway Square 12-4 

FCUCCC will staff a table at the event to show our 

support of the LGBTQIA community. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Beanie McGrew 

at mcgrewb118@gmail.com. 

June 23 Choir Appreciation Sunday 

Blair-Bigler-Perry Concert Featuring Michael 

Plagerman, Organist and The Brass Works 

 

As always, our program year ends on high notes! We know it’s a busy time for 

many families but hope you can join us as much as possible.  
 

With blessings, 

Jill VanDewoestine 

Moderator 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tues./Thurs./Fri.: 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:                                        office@corningucc.org 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Secretary:                            Brenda Passmore 

Youth Sunday June 2 

Pentecost Sunday June 9 

Strengthen the Church  June 9 

Annual Program Meeting June 9 

Women’s Fellowship June 12 

Corning Pride Event June 15 

Church Picnic June 16 

Choir Appreciation Sunday June 23 

Blair-Bigler-Perry Concert June 23 

Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:  Brenda is in the office Tu./Th./Fri. 9am-12pm 

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

 

Annual Program Meeting 
 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, June 9, 2019  

 
The congregation will have the 

opportunity to vote on the 2019-2020 

Ministry Plan and whether to make the 

trial governance structure permanent.  

Please join us! 
 

The Annual Program Report will be 

available in the narthex. Printed copies 

will be limited. Electronic copies will 

be emailed. 

 

Annual Picnic  

Sunday, June 16th after worship 
Hot dogs will be furnished.  Please bring a dish-to-pass. 
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Corning Area Aging in Place Meeting 
Thursday, June 20th at 10 a.m. 

Joshua Goldman, Fitness Guru,  

Feeling Fabulous From 55 to 105 

Join us for an uplifting program to explore cutting-

edge gerontology research.  Don’t we all want to 

feel fabulous as we age in place?   

 

 

 

 

 

The Blair- Bigler-Perry Concert 
Sunday, June 23rd at 3pm 

Organist Michael Plagerman & Brass Works 
Women’s Fellowship 
Wednesday, June 12th, 9:30 a.m.  

Corning Pride Event: June 15, 12-4pm 
The First Congregational United Church of Christ 

has been provided a table at the Corning Pride 

Event and we are looking for volunteers to man 

the table as well as assist in moving supplies to 

and from the event.   

 

Interested or have questions? 

Contact Beanie McGrew at: 

(607) 973-0789 or 

mcgrewb118@gmail.com 

Musical Talent! 
 

Please consider sharing 

your talents  

(voice or instrument)  

this summer.   

There are signup sheets in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

SUNDAY, JUNE 2 
Please join us for a spirit-filled time of worship ! 

Anyone in your family 

graduating this year?  If you’d 

like their name listed in the 

Summer edition of “The Caller” 

send the office a note letting us 

know.  Thanks! 
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Mission and Outreach 

The Strengthen the Church Offering 

Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gifts He gave were that some would be  

apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 

pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ.  -Ephesians 4:11-12 

 

Please join us in planting the seeds needed to 

grow and sustain our denomination by making 

a gift to the Strengthen the Church offering.  

 

The Strengthen the Church  offering supports the 

expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local 

congregations.  Your support of this offering will 

help the UCC fulfill its commitment to create a 

just world for all by investing in new ministries 

and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 

communities.    
 

We will receive the STC offering  

Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019.    

Dogwood Tree Gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Ed & Evie Lewis for the gift of a 

dogwood tree for the area just outside our office 

wing. Originally this was to celebrate their 50th 

wedding anniversary, but our landscaping plans 

were put on hold for nearly 5 years. So now we 

can join them on the occasion this summer of 

their 56th anniversary.   

Our best wishes and thank you for your generous 

gift that will beautify our church every spring! 

Facilities 

Call for Sunday School Teaching Teams for the 2019-2020 School Year! 

 

It is time to start building our teaching teams for next fall.  We are very fortunate to have an active, interested, 

and wide age group of children in our congregation.  Our curriculum provides a good understanding of Bible 

Stories while relating them directly to the experiences and concerns of young people in today’s world.  By 

working in teams of two we provide classes with continuity while giving teachers the flexibility they need to 

manage their own lives and attend worship.  Classes are divided into grades K-2, 3-5 and Middle School.  Chris 

Wilken will be leading the 3-5 graders this fall in the Bible Class, so we are looking for one additional team 

member for that age group. 

 

Please feel free to talk with Chris Wilken or Judy Graf if you would like more information or to sign up for this 

rewarding spiritual experience.  We can not provide this valuable gift to our children without your help! 

Chris Wilken  817/996-5924  or joshandchris@verizon.net 

Faith Formation 

mailto:joshandchris@verizon.net
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Community Events 

Steuben County Dairy Festival 
Saturday, June 1, 2019 

Steuben County Fairgrounds 

15 E Washington St., Bath, NY 

Don't miss the 63rd Annual Steuben County 

Dairy Festival and Parade honoring America's 

dairy industry and farming heritage since 1957. 

Featuring craft and food vendors, agricultural 

displays, car show, kids activities, tractor pull, 

Chicken BBQ, and more. The “Dairyland 

Mysteries” themed parade begins at 10:30 a.m. 

Birthdays!  

 
3rd Kristen Bennitt 

7th Ellen Good 

8th Ethan Bratti 

8th      Christine McGrew  

9th Dustin Storm 

10th Jeff Nelson 

10th Grace Cooper 

18th Mary Deneka 

18th Nicholas Reif 

20th Darlene Schieber 

20th Mike Simons 

22nd  Owen Watson 

22nd Nicholas Bennitt 

23rd Rachel Hageman 

25th Joyce Killigrew 

26th Maria Quintal 

Worship  

June 9, 16, 23  ~ Rev Katie Jo Suddaby will lead worship. 
Rev. Katie Jo is an American Baptist minister with a varied biography.   She holds a BA in Religion and 

Philosophy, and an MDiv from Colgate Rochester Crozier Divinity School. She is ordained through the 

American Baptist Churches, USA. As a preacher, Pastor Katie Jo appreciates intellectual rigor, good  

story-telling, and quirky humor. She is a sought-after speaker and teacher as well as a  practitioner of the  

art of sand painting- the meditative craft of Tibetan Buddhist monks.  
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the 

Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.   
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


